
     Algona Municipal Utili-

ties, along with more than 

2,000 other electric utili-

ties across the U.S. will 

celebrate Public Power 

Week the week of October 

4th.  

     Public Power Week is a 

chance for electric utilities 

to tell their stories how 

they collectively provide 

electricity on a not-for-

profit basis to 45 million 

Americans. 

 òAs a community-owned 

electric system, our end 

goal isnõt just to provide a 

service to customers but to 

power our neighbors ð our 

community,ó says John 

Bilsten, General Manager 

of AMU. 

     Algona Municipal Utili-

ties knows that maintain-

ing low electricity costs 

and reliable service are 

vitally important to the 

success of the community.  

     AMU will continue to 

provide low cost, reliable 

electricity, and deliver it to 

its customers efficiently.  

     AMU also wants to be a 

resource for its customers 

as they look for ways to cut 

costs and improve energy 

efficiency practices. 

      Public Power Week is a 

national annual event 

sponsored in conjunction 

with the American Public 

Power Association. AMU 

will celebrate the week by 

having Mayor Jeff Gilmore 

sign a Public Power procla-

mation. 
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AMU To Flush Fire Hydrants October 12th 

          The Water Depart-

ment of Algona Municipal 

Utilities will flush hydrants 

on October 12th.  The hy-

drant flushing is a regular 

program conducted by 

AMU each Spring and Fall.  

     The purpose of this im-

portant water flushing pro-

gram is to dislodge any 

sediment in the under-

ground water mains and 

check for proper function-

ing  as recommended by 

the Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources. 

AMU will begin flushing 

hydrants on Call Street 

and those north of Call       
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 Street in the morning. 

Hydrants on State Street 

and south of State Street 

will be flushed in the after-

noon of October 12th. 

     AMU customers with 

questions about the water 

flushing program may call 

AMU during regular busi-

ness hours at 295-3584 

or stop at our office at 

104 West Call Street.  



The Wire 

     There has been a rumor 

circulating, mostly by 

email, that a nationwide 

directory of cell phone 

numbers will be made 

available to telemarketers, 

and that consumers will 

start receiving telemarket-

ing calls on their cell 

phones. 

     The FCC says Cell 

phone numbers are not 

being released to telemar-

keters, and cell phone cus-

tomers will not soon be 

getting telemarketing calls 

on their 

c e l l 

p h o n e s . 

FCC rules 

p r o h i b i t 

the use of 

autodial-

ers and 

p r e r e -

c o r d e d 

messages 

to call cell 

p h o n e s 

without the consumerõs 

consent. Most telemar-

keters are barred from 

contacting consumers on 

their cell phones. 

     The FCC, suggests con-

sumers put their cell 

phone numbers on the 

National Do-Not-Call Regis-

try by going  to the website 

at www.donotcall.gov or by 

calling 1-800-382-1222. 

This is the correct contact 

information, and consum-

ers may register their cell 

phone numbers as extra 

protection against un-

wanted telemarketing 

calls. 
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FCC Wonõt Release Cell Phone Numbers To Telemarketers 

tric conversion as the old 

overhead electric system is 

at the end of its useful life 

and more susceptible to 

damage due to storms. 

Over the last few years, 

AMU has contacted all af-

fected electric customers 

and asked them to contact 

a licensed electrician to 

get the electric conversion 

completed. AMU will retire 

the old overhead system 

by late 2009 or late 2010. 

Affected customers need 

to complete the conver-

sion as soon as possible. 

All customers must be 

converted before AMU can 

retire the old system. Your 

assistance is greatly ap-

preciated with this project. 

     As the summer con-

struction season winds 

down for Algona Municipal 

Utilities, we are very close 

to completing the conver-

sion of AMUõs Electric Dis-

tribution System from 

2.4kV to 13.8 kV.  All the 

new electric wire has been 

buried and pertinent wire 

electric equipment is in 

place in the affected 

neighborhoods. 

     As winter approaches, 

AMU needs to finish elec-
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Air leaks in your home al-

low warm and humid air to 

escape and draw in drier 

colder air.  

     Dry indoor air can con-

tribute to a dry throat and 

skin, plus static shocks. 

     Proper humidity levels 

keep furniture and your 

home from drying out and 

reduce the energy use in 

your heating system be-

cause you feel warmer at a 

lower thermostat setting. 

     Ask a heating and cool-

ing contractor to check 

your heating and cooling 

system to make sure itõs 

operating properly. Ask the 

contractor to check your 

duct system for air leaks, 

and proper size and air 

flow to each room. Seal air 

leaks to prevent infiltration 

of cold, dry air from outside 

the home. 
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