
    Algona Municipal Utilities 

has followed a simple busi-

ness plan over the last 

110 years of providing low 

cost, reliable electricity to 

our consumer owners by 

owning our own generation 

resources.  In the last few 

decades, we have added 

to those basic principles 

the idea that we should 

sell any excess energy 

from our generation facili-

ties into the market to 

b e n e f i t  o u r  c o n -

sumer/owners, invest in 

environmentally responsi-

ble sources of electric gen-

eration, and help our con-

sumer/owners be efficient 

users of electricity. 

     AMU believes there are 

four essential components 

to maintaining a low cost, 

reliable source of energy.  

Invest in energy efficiency 

to reduce energy demand; 

invest in more renewable 

energy without putting reli-

ability at risk; invest in new 

baseload electric genera-

tion facilities like the Suth-

erland Generation Station 

#4 planned near Marshall-

town, Iowa; and upgrade 

our aging electric distribu-

tion system along with en-

couragement and invest-

ment in upgrades to the 

aging and inadequate elec-

tric transmission grid sys-

tem in the upper Midwest.  

It is important that Algona 

invest in a balanced 

source of power resources 

to meet our needs today 

and in the future.  

     Recently, the AMU 

Board of Trustees voted to 

invest in a new clean coal 

technology baseload power 

resource near Marshall-

town.  This investment is 

important for Algona to 

meet our typical growth 

over the next several 

years. To maintain reliable 

operations, Algona must 

have enough electric gen-

erating capacity to meet 

maximum electric demand 

and this usually occurs 

during the hottest days of 

the summer.  Utilities like  

AMU also need reserve 

capacity as a safety  
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AMU Flushes Hydrants In October  
     The Water Department 

of Algona Municipal Utili-

ties flushed hydrants on 

October 13th.  The hydrant 

flushing is a regular pro-

gram conducted by AMU 

each Spring and Fall.  

 

     The purpose of this im-

portant water flushing pro-

gram is to dislodge any 

sediment in the under-

ground water mains and 

check for proper function-

ing  as recommended by 

the Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources. 
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2008-2009 Iowa Home 

Assistance Program  

    The 2008-2009 Low-

Income Home Energy As-

sistance Program has 

been established to help 

qualifying low-income 

Iowa homeowners and 

renters pay a portion of 

their primary heating bill 

costs for the winter heat-

ing season. You may ap-

ply at the North Iowa 

Community Action Organi-

zation in Algona on Tues-

days, Thursdays, and Fri-

days. More information is 

also available at the 

www.netamu.com under 

Notifications/LIHEAP. 

Pat Woods, AMU Water 

Superintendent, flush-

ing a hydrant along 

Highway 169 North. 

AMU Poised To Meet Power Supply Challenges  
by John Bilsten, General Manager 



The Wire  

     Harvest time is one of 

the most dangerous times 

of the year on farms, and 

one needs to use extra 

caution during harvest 

time. With the rush to get 

harvest in before winter, 

it’s easy to forget about 

farm safety when moving 

equipment near power 

lines. 

     Farmers need to know 

their  required clearances 

near grain bins to make 

sure the wiring complies.  

     Lower augers to trans-

port levels and make sure 

the auger system has a 

good ground connection. 

     If your farm vehicle 

comes in contact with a 

power line, stay seated 

until help arrives. If there is 

a fire, jump as far away 

from the vehicle as you 

can and keep your feet 

together. 

     Overhead power line 

clearance requirements 

are defined by the National 

Electrical Safety Code for 

construction of new and 

existing facilities. More 

information is available at  

http://grouper.ieee.org/ 

groups/nesc/index.html or 

by calling 800-678-4333. 

wind farm produces 5% to 

7% of our power needs or 

enough electricity to power 

approximately 600 homes.  

Algona, along with our 

partners, were leaders in 

this new source of large 

scale renewable energy 

from wind.  The informa-

tion from the Algona pro-

ject has helped develop 

more projects throughout 

Iowa and insure continued 

improvements to the wind 

generation equipment. 

     The drawback to renew-

able energy from wind has 

always been the simple 

fact that wind does not 

always blow when we really 

need the electricity from 

wind generation.  Algona 

Municipal Utilities has 

been instrumental in trying 

to finding solutions for the 

variability related to wind.  

Since 2002, Algona has 

assisted with the develop-

ment of the Iowa Stored 

Energy Park (ISEP).  ISEP 

will use the energy from a 

large wind power facility 

located in Iowa where 

there are good wind re-

sources. This wind energy 

will be used to store air in 

an underground geologic 

structure. During peak 

power demands, the 

AMU Power Supply 
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margin, to make sure our 

customer’s power de-

mands can be met when 

individual generating 

plants are offline.  A recent   

agreement with the mem-

ber electric utilities of the 

North Iowa Municipal Elec-

tric Cooperative Associa-

tion (NIMECA) also helps to 

maintain reliability and 

stable electric rates.  

Through NIMECA, Algona 

can share generation re-

sources, planning, and 

opportunities for invest-

ment in new renewable 

energy resources. 

     Algona has been com-

mitted to renewable en-

ergy long before it was 

considered a good energy 

resource.  October 2008 

marks the 10 year anniver-

sary of commercial wind 

production from our local 

wind farm.  In the late 

1990’s, Algona along with 

six other municipal electric 

utilities invested in a 

unique distributed wind 

generation project to serve 

some of the power needs 

for Algona. At that time, 

wind farms were rare in 

Iowa.  Today, the local 

stored air will be released, 

mixed with a fuel and 

used to power combus-

tion turbines that produce 

environmentally friendly 

and economical electric-

ity. ISEP will utilize some 

of the latest innovations 

in the generation of elec-

tricity. Wind turbines, 

deep underground air 

storage, and efficient 

combustion turbines will 

be used by ISEP to take 

the variability of wind and 

turn it into clean energy 

on demand. 

     As you can see, there 

is no simple solution to 

meet our power supply 

needs for the future.  Al-

gona Municipal Utilities 

believes that a diversified 

source of generation re-

sources, ownership of 

generation resources, 

energy efficiency, and 

partnerships to share gen-

eration resources are cru-

cial to maintaining a reli-

able and low cost supply 

of electric energy.  Each of 

these measures have ad-

vantages and disadvan-

tages, but a mix of all of 

these will insure that our 

needs can be met today 

and in the future.  
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H A R V E S T  S E A S O N  I S  H E R E , T H I N K  S A F E T Y   N F L   

N E T WO R K  

O N  A M U  
    The NFL      

    Net work’s 

    eight game 

    Thursday 

& Saturday night package 

starts November 6.  

 

11/6:  Denver Broncos vs. 

Cleveland Brown 

11/13: New York Jets vs. 

New England Patriots 

11/20: Cincinnati Bengals 

vs. Pittsburgh Steelers 

11/27: Arizona Cardinals 

vs. Philadelphia Eagles 

12/4: Oakland Raiders vs. 

San Diego Charges 

12/11: New Orleans Saints 

vs. Chicago Bears 

12/18: Indianapolis Colts 

vs. Jacksonville Jaguars 

12/20: Baltimore Raves 

vs. Dallas Cowboys  

    

     AMU has the NFL Net-

work is  on channel 30 in 

Expanded Basic. NFL Net-

work HD is on channel  

335. 

Community Owned 
For 

Community Benefit 

Thatõs Our  

Commitment to You, 
Our Customer  

and Owner 


