
     A TV communication 

satellite drifting out of con-

trol thousands of miles 

above the earth may inter-

fere with some cable TV 

programming signals, in-

cluding those received by 

AMU Cable TV. Communi-

cations company Intelstat 

lost control of the Galaxy 

15 Satellite in early April 

due to the satellite’s sys-

tems being knocked out by 

a solar storm. Intelstat 

cannot remotely steer the 

satellite to remain in its 

orbit so Galaxy 15 is creep-

ing toward the adjacent 

pat of another communica-

tion satellite, AMC 11, that 

serves U.S. Cable compa-

nies. While there is no dan-

ger that the satellites will 

collide, they do operate on 

the same frequency so if 

Galaxy 15 floats close to 

AMC 11, it could interrupt 

signals to AMC11. AMC 11 

is most at risk now until 

June 7th with the peak risk 

period being between May 

31st through June 1st. 

     According to Algona 

Municipal Utilities Informa-

tion Director, Bob 

Jennings, AMU is in the 

same situation as most 

U.S. cable TV providers. 

This situation with the Gal-

axy 15 is out of AMU’s con-

trol and there is a chance 

AMU Cable TV customers 

could experience some 

reception problems. 

     Intelstat believes the 

Galaxy 15 satellite will 

eventually lose power, end-

ing any satellite interfer-

ence. Some networks that 

may be affected include 

MTV, Discovery, Lifetime, 

A&E, History, Travel Chan-

nel, and Showtime/TMC. 
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Balloons & Kites Don’t Mix With Power Lines 

     Summer is here, and 

kids are spending more 

time outdoors. Remember 

that kites, balloons, and 

power lines don’t mix.  

     Balloons can cause 

thousands of dollars of 

damage when the come in 

contact with power lines. 

Balloons can short out 

conductors cause power 

outages, voltage fluctua-

tions, and electrical fires. 

     Kites and power lines 

have long been a danger-

ous combination. Kites 

should never be flown   
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near power lines. Kites 

should be made out of dry 

string, power, and wood. 

Dot use any metal when 

making kites. Metal and 

wet string are excellent 

paths for electricity.  

     The best advice on bal-

loons and kites: KEEP 

THEM AWAY FROM 

POWER LINES. 
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     Using less water means 

less energy is used to treat I, 

pumping, and distribute it. By 

conserving water, you are 

helping maintain our natural 

resources. We can all help by 

going low flow. 

     Be a drop detective by 

checking all your faucets, 

toilets, and appliances for 

water leaks, Fix them. A leaky 

faucet that fills an 8 oz. con-

tainer in less than 30 minutes 

could waste as much as 

1,225 gallons of water each 

year.  

     A full bathtub requires 

about 70 gallons of water, 

while taking a five minute 

shower under a low-flow 

showerhead uses 10 to 25 

gallons.  

     Turn down to faucet. The 

average bathroom faucet runs 

at the rate of about 2 gallons 

of water per minute. Try run-

ning water at less than full 

flow. Turn the water off while 

you floss and brush your 

teeth. 

     Running the dishwasher or 

washing machine when they 

are only half full uses just as 

much water as full load.  

     Replace your old clothes 

washer with a high–efficiency 

washing machine. You’ll re-

duce water consumption from 

40 gallons per load to less 

than 28 gallons per load.  

    By retrofitting your home 

with water-efficient fixtures, 

about 100 million kilowatt-

hours of electricity could be 

saved. 

     If one out of every 10 U.S. 

homes upgraded to water-

efficient fixtures, more than 

120 billion gallons of water 

and more than $800 million 

would be saved annually 

     For long term savings,  

install and use program-

mable thermostats. 

Seal exterior cracks 

and holes. Install an 

energy efficient air 

conditioner. Schedule 

annual air conditioner 

checks and tune-ups 

for efficiency.  Inspect 

and upgrade attic and 

wall insulation if nec-

essary. Install energy effi-

cient doors and windows. 

     By using a few of these 

     You can reduce your 

summer energy bills by 

following a few inexpensive 

energy-efficient steps. 

     For short term savings, 

set your thermostat at 78 

degrees or higher when 

you are away.  Close off 

unused areas or rooms, 

keep the shades and 

blinds closed.  Keep exte-

rior doors and windows 

closed as much as possi-

ble. Use fans to help circu-

late cool air. 

measures, you can reduce 

your energy bills by 10 to 

50 

percent, and at the same 

time, reduce energy pollu-

tion. 
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ies stored in a readily 

accessible place. 

4. Call Algona Municipal 

Utilities at 295-3584 

to report the power 

outage. 

5. Unplug or turn off ap-

pliances. 

6. Don’t open your refrig-

erator or freezer 

unless it’s necessary. 

7. Don’t plug a generator 

into a wall. 

8. Don’t touch downed 

power lines. 

9. After service is re-

stored check clocks 

and timing devices. 

     Although Algona Munici-

pal Utilities prides itself on 

its reliability, power 

outages do happen. 

Here’s a checklist for 

your home when they 

do. 

 

1. Check your circuit 

breakers or fuses. 

2. Check with 

neighbors to de-

termine if your 

home alone is affected 

by the power outage. 

3. Have a flashlight and 

radio with fresh batter-

i wireless Means 

Local 
     Using i wireless cell 

phone service is more than 

placing a call on your cell 

phone. 

Choosing 

an i wire-

less cell 

phone 

plan is investing into your 

community. 

     Area i wireless stores 

are locally owned and em-

ploy local people to provide 

you quick and efficient ser-

vice. With i wireless you get 

the best coverage on the 

nation’s largest high-speed 

voice and date network. 

     Make a positive impact 

on your community. Be-

come an “i” with i wireless 

by stopping at Algona Mu-

nicipal Utilities in down-

town Algona.  

Community Owned 

For 

Community Benefit! 

That’s Our  

Commitment to You, 

Our Customer and 

Owner! 

P O W E R  O U TA G E  C H E C K  L I S T  

Energy Saving Tips for Summer 

i wireless cell phone 

plans make the perfect 

gift for Fatherõs Day! 


