
     Consumers making en-

ergy efficiency improve-

ments to their homes can 

get the federal government 

to pay for 30% of the im-

provements via a federal 

tax credit. The credit is 

authorized by the federal 

stimulus bill passed by 

Congress earlier this year.  

     Consumers can receive 

a tax credit of up to 

$1,500 for efficiency im-

provements made this year 

and next year. That means 

a household that makes 

$5,000 worth of energy 

efficiency improvements by 

the end of 2010 can get 

the maximum tax credit of 

$1,500, or 30% of the 

cost. 

     Some equipment -

notably solar panels and 

other energy systems that 

use re-

n e w a b l e 

energy - 

qua l i f i es 

for the 

same tax 

credit, but 

with no 

u p p e r 

l i m i t . 

Those who 

i n s t a l l  

solar wa-

ter heat-

ers, solar 

p a n e l s , 

g e o t h e r -

mal heat pumps, small 

wind systems or fuel cells 

are eligible for a federal 

tax credit that will cover 

30% of the cost of these 

systems. The systems 

must be in place by 2016. 

     For the following types 

or projects, the installation 

costs, as well as the cost 

of the equipment, are cov-

ered by the tax credit: 

HVAC Systems 

Biomass stoves 

Water heaters 

Solar panels 

Heat Pumps 

Wind energy Systems 

Fuel Cells 
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No Reported Disruptions During DTV Transition 

     The DTV Transition was 

completed on June 12th with-

out any reported disruptions 

of over-the-air television 

broadcasts. The Federal Com-

munications Commission 

received hundreds of thou-

sands of consumer calls for 

assistance, but many were 

related to the operation of 

digital converter boxes and 

were quickly resolved. 

     Acting FCC Chair Michael 

Copps said, "Even though the 

overwhelming majority of 

households are DTV ready, we 

are fully committed to helping 

those who have yet to join the 

digital television age today 

and in the days to come.”  

The FCC had 4,000 

trained operators standing 

by to help consumers 

through the transition. 

     There were no reported 

problems when Algona 

Municipal Utilities com-

pleted the DTV transition 

for its cable TV system on 

June 12th. AMU converts 

the digital signals of local TV 

stations at its headend so 

cable TV customers can 

watch their favorite programs 

without the need of a special 
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Converter box. Anyone hav-

ing questions about the DTV 

transition can call AMU at 

295-3584 or stop at AMU at 

104 West Call Street. 

Geothermal 

Heat Pump 
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     Work on a multi-year 

$2,000,000 plus project to 

convert AMU’s Electric Dis-

tribution system from 2.4 

kV to 13.8 kV is nearly 

completed. 

     Rod Vitzthum, AMU Line 

Superintendent, said the 

critical final step of the 

project is in the hand of 

the homeowners to com-

plete the electric work so 

AMU can connect them to 

the new system to avoid 

service interruptions. 

“Customers who have re-

ceived letters about the 

project need to contact 

their electrician to get the 

conversions completed so 

the 2,400 volt system can 

be retired this fall.. 

     About 240 customers 

still need to contact an 

electrician and  complete 

the conversion. 

     To assist customers, 

AMU is providing a rebate 

to cover a portion of the 

cost of the work related to 

customer owned facilities.  

Rebate forms are available 

at the AMU Office. Custom-

ers need to bring in their 

electrician bills as wells. 

     Contact Algona Munici-

pal Utilities if you have 

questions. 

ble for a $2,000 tax cred-

its for a new energy effi-

cient home. A tax deduc-

tion of up to $1.80 per 

square foot is available to 
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    Tax credits of between 

$2,500 and $7,500 are 

available for plug-in hybrid      

electric vehicles. Tax cred-

its are also available for 

hybrid vehicles, for both 

personal use and for busi-

ness use. 

     Home builders are eligi-

owners or designers of 

new or existing commer-

cial buildings that save at 

least 50% of the heating 

and cooling energy of a 

building that meets AS-

RAE Standard 90.1-2001. 

     More in format ion 

about the tax credits is 

available from the Envi-

ronmental Protection 

Agency’s Energy Star Pro-

gram. 
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Musty smells 

Allergies (If your home 

is too moist, it will en-

courage the growth of 

bacteria and mold, 

common allergens.) 

     A 40 pint 

Energy Star 

qualified de-

humidifier 

can save con-

sumers up to 

$20 per year. 

That can add 

up to more than $250 over 

the life of the unit. Energy 

Star qualified models have 

more efficient refrigeration 

coils, compressors and 

fans than conventional 

models, which means they 

use less energy to remove 

moisture. 

    An Energy Star qualified 

model removes the same 

amount of moisture as a 

similarly-sized standard 

unit, but uses 10 to 20 

percent less energy. 

   Saving energy prevents 

pollution. By choosing En-

ergy Star, you help pro-

mote cleaner air  without 

sacrificing the product 

quality and performance. 

A dehu-

midifier is 

used to 

remove 

excess 

moisture 

from the 

air. Some of the most com-

mon indications that you 

need a dehumidifier are: 

Wet stains on walls 

and ceilings. 

Stuffy feeling in a 

room 

Rotting Wood 

Condensation on win-

dows 

Federal Universal 
Service Charge 
Notice 
     For the 3rd quarter of 

2009, the Federal Universal 

Service Charge (FUSC) contri-

bution factor will increase 

from 11.3% to 12.9%,. For 

AMU Telephone customers, 

this will result in an increase 

in the charge that appears on 

your monthly bill.  

     The factor is applied to 

services designated as inter-

state by the Federal Commu-

nications Commission and 

changes from time-to-time 

based on the needs of the 

federal universal service fund. 

     The Federal Universal Ser-

vice Fund was established 

and is maintained to ensure 

that all consumers, regardless 

of location, have access to 

essentially the same telecom-

munications services at af-

fordable prices. 

     The fund also provides 

schools, libraries, low-income 

consumers and rural health 

care providers with assistance 

in obtaining telecommunica-

tion services. 

      If you have questions 

about the Federal Universal 

Service Charge, please call 

Algona Municipal Utilities at 

295-3584 or stop at our office 

in downtown Algona at 104 

West Call Street. 

Community Owned 

For 

Community Benefit! 

That’s Our  

Commitment to You, 

Our Customer and 

Owner! 
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