
   Algona Municipal Utilities 

is committed to responsi-

ble energy planning, en-

ergy efficiency and renew-

able energy resources 

while providing low cost 

reliable power to you, our 

consumer owners. This 

commitment has helped 

us meet our growing needs 

through new renewable 

energy resources like the 

Iowa Distributed Wind Gen-

eration Project (IDWGP) 

located southeast of Al-

gona. This wind farm pro-

vides 5% - 7% of our en-

ergy each year. 

Algona. 

   Algona’s strong economy 

consequently has lead to 

consistent growth in elec-

tric energy usage. At the 

same time our existing 

resources are aging and 

we need to plan for future 

source of electric genera-

tion. New generation takes 

years to plan and build so 

we need to act today for 

meet our energy needs in 

10 years. This planning 

has utilized a multi tiered 

approach to meet our fu-

ture needs. The approach 

consists of a continued 

strong commitment to en-

ergy efficiency through 

existing and new pro-

grams; and a commitment 

to new sources of renew-

able wind energy through 

ownership in a proposed 
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AMU Electric Conversion Project 

   Work on converting 

AMU’s Electric Distribution 

System from 2.4 kV to 

13.8 kV should be under-

way again within the next 

30 days with crews pulling 

wire into existing conduit. 

   Two-thirds of the infra-

structure has been in-

stalled, and work is ex-

pected to be  completed by 

early fall.. A majority of the 

construction will be lo-

cated between McGregor 

and South Streets, from 

Hall to College streets. 

Crews will also complete 

work started in 2007. 

   “Algona experienced a 

wet fall in 2007, and we 

asked, again, that AMU 

Electric customers be pa-

tient as the conversion 

project continues”, said 

Rod Vitzthum, Electric Line 

Superintendent.  

   Customers who received 

a second letter about the 

project need to contact 

their electrician to get the 

conversions completed so 

AMU can retire the 2,400 

volt system. 

 

Iowa Distributed Wind  

Generation Project, Algona 

AMU Now Offers  

i wireless Cell Phone 

Service 

   The Algona area now has 

another option for cell 

phone service. AMU began 

offering i wireless cell phone 

service in December. 

    i wireless is a T Mobile 

affiliate and has National, 

local, and pay-in-advance 

plans available. AMU cus-

tomers who take all AMU 

Communications services 

will get a $5.00 discount on 

their monthly bill. 

    More information on i 

wireless service is available 

at the AMU office in down-

town Algona. 
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   The deadline for local TV 

stations to convert their 

broadcast signals from 

analog to digital is Febru-

ary 17, 2009. What will 

this change mean when it 

comes to using your TV 

set?  

   AMU Cable TV customers 

will still receive TV signals 

without any additional 

equipment. Our customers 

will not have to purchase a 

converter box to receive 

the broadcasts of local 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TV stations.  

   AMU works hard to meet 

the needs of customers by 

providing reliable services 

and will continue to look 

for new ways to meet cus-

tomers’ demands as tech-

nology changes.  

   Feel free to contact AMU 

if you have questions 

about the digital transition. 

You may also go on-line to 

www.dtv.gov  for more  

information.  

IDWGP Southeast 

 of Algona 
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large scale wind farm near 

Boone, Iowa.  

   It also includes a com-

mitment to new generation 

resources by looking at 

ownership options in new 

base load clean coal tech-

nology power plants like 

the proposed plant near 

Marshalltown, Iowa; and 

finally partnering with 

other municipal electric 

utilities to pool our re-

sources, purchase more  

energy from wind and  

mitigate risks from plant 

outages and the changing 

electric market. 

   As consumer/owners of 

Algona Municipal Utilities 

you can be assured that the 

Board of Trustees and Staff 

take our role of  Community 

Owned for Community Bene-

fit very seriously as we plan 

for  Algona’s future energy 

needs.— John Bilsten, 

 AMU General Manager. 
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DTV Transition – What Does It Mean for AMU Cable TV 

cation system is a free call 

and a free service to all 

persons planning an exca-

vation within the state of 

Iowa. The required 48 

hours advance notice does 

not include Saturdays and 

Sundays or legal holidays.                                                 

     Iowa One Call is a non-

profit organization funded 

by 

 the owners and operators 

of underground facilities 

who are required by law to 

belong to the system. 

     Iowa One Call is com-

mitted to maintaining and 

operating a notification 

system efficient in relaying 

information and safe-

guarding underground 

facilities essential to all 

Iowans.  

 

     Iowa law requires that 

any person, homeowner, 

professional, public or pri-

vate entity, planning to 

engage in any form of ex-

cavation within the state of 

Iowa, must notify the Iowa 

One Call notification sys-

tem, at 1-800-292-8989 

or 811, at least 48 hours 

prior to excavating. 

     The Iowa One Call notifi-

DTV Transition: Effective 

February 17, 2009 

Call AMU at 295-3584 or go 

to www.dtv.gov for more info 
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   AMU High Speed Internet 

customers will see more 

speed for the same rate 

they’re paying now.  

   Effective in April, AMU 

will offer 1 Mbps for 

$31.95. 7 Mbps for 

$35.95. AMU also will offer 

15 Mbps for $49.95. AMU 

will continue to offer 128 

Kbps for $22.95. New resi-

dential customers of AMU 

High Speed Internet will 

continue to receive free 

installation.  

   Business rates for Inter-

net via shared and un-

shared fiber will go down to 

reflect AMU’s decreased 

cost of bandwidth. 

   More information is avail-

able at AMU in downtown 

Algona. 

Community Owned 
For 

Community Benefit 

 

That’s Our  

Commitment to You, 
Our Customer  

and Owner 

Or Call: 811  

http://www.dtv.gov/

